
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 
              riefly in retrospect . . . 2009 

WOW!!!!  What an outstanding year we have had!!!!  First and foremost, our membership has grown by leaps and bounds.  GEAG 

is 115 members strong!!!  Congratulations GEAG! 

January/February - GEAG members were invited to exhibit artwork at the 'Hett' at McKendree College, Lebanon, IL, and, in late 

Spring we exhibited at Framations in St. Charles, MO.   

May - GEAG membership participated in Art on the Square.  Our tent schedule was chock-full of members volunteering to 

demonstrate their skills in mediums of their choice for the art-loving crowds in attendance of one of the highest rated art shows 

in the nation.  To be involved in this event is always a huge honor for GEAG.  

June/July - scheduled (and unscheduled) plein-air outings were held at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in 

preparation for the judged and awarded 'Avenue of Art' Exhibit and Sale, held in the Visitors Center in mid-July.  2009 was a 

record breaking for participating artists and their artwork.  Awards totaling over $2,000 (product and cash) were presented to 

artists at the opening reception, July 19. 

August - began a new project for GEAG.  Art on the Square, Scott Air Force Base and GEAG joined forces to hold monthly art 

classes at Art on the Square, for children (ages 4-14) who had a deployed parent.  This project ran from September thru 

December. GEAG members volunteered their time and skills for the first Saturday morning each month.  This project is ongoing 

with a few changes adopted for 2010.  It will bring weekly Tuesday evening art classes (4 week program on a monthly basis) to 

SAFB couples, meeting the requirement; one of the couple will have recently returned from deployment.  The Saturday art 

classes for the children will continue on a four (4) week/monthly program on a monthly basis. 

September/October - Retired Shrine Art Exhibit and Sale at Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, IL. 

November - GEAG members created ornaments using the 'Roarin' 20's' as the theme to adorn a Christmas tree at the National 

Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows (Christmas Tree Room)  in conjunction with the 'Way of Lights'. 

December - Christmas Party, Winter Art Show, Christmas Card Contest.  Those are just a few of the highlights from 2009.   

I apologize for not having cited the Board member(s) responsible for organizing and implementing these past and ongoing 

events/projects.  That will be upcoming and ongoing!  Your GEAG board has worked extremely hard this past year to offer many 

events/programs/projects to the membership.   Whether it is to exhibit, learn, increase your skill level through workshops, 

monthly programs, plein air outings, Friday morning open workshop @ PSOP or just participate in the fellowship and 

camaraderie of others with the one thread that binds us. . . the love of Art. 

The creation and appreciation of art is good for the soul!! - Merry Christmas and a Wonderful New Year to all!! 

Your upcoming 2010 President, 

Bonnie Ewen   
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In memory 

 
Ed Karasek 

Richard Depigian 

Alma Diekman 
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President: 
Bonnie Ewen 

618.473.9406 

president@geag.net 
 

Vice President: 
Bill Little 

vicepresident@geag.net 
 

Secretary: 
Carol Hechenberger 

618.977.3390 
secretary@geag.net 

 

Treasurer: 

Sue Johnson 
618.398.2592 

treasurer@geag.net 
 

Program Chair: 
Kathy Gomric 

618.476.1299 
programs@geag.net 

 

Exhibits Chair: 
Sue Lowry 

618.234.6498 

exhibits@geag.net 
 

Membership Chair: 
David Cornell 

618.537.4565 

membership@geag.net 
 

Webmaster: 
Michael Waligorski 

web@geag.net 
 

Hospitality Chair: 
Brenda Frazier 

618.355.0092 
hospitatlity@geag.net 

 

Publicity Chair: 
Kay Brendel 

618.667.6937 

publicity@geag.net 
 

Workshop Chair: 
Susan Rogers 

618.398.1209 
workshops@geag.net 

 

Newsletter Editor: 
Montana Sky Brown 

newsletter@geag.net 

 

 

GEAG Meeting 

Minutes 

  

 
 

December the 2nd 

2009 

                   ncoming President Bonnie Ewen and outgoing President Jerie Artz welcomed 

members and guests to the annual Christmas Party & Art Contest. 65 members and guests 

attended.  All were reminded to sign in & wear a name tag, 50/50 tickets are available for 

purchase.  Holiday food and snacks were provided by many members for all to enjoy.  

 Entries for the art contest were accepted in the entry hall for display & judging downstairs. 

 Jerie was honored for her years of service with a Photo Album, designed to record her 

upcoming trip to France.  A small engraved plate on the front stated Jerie’s tenure as GEAG 

president and included her phrase “Joie de Vivre”…the Joy of Living. Members were invited to 

write their wishes to Jerie inside the front & back covers.  Sue Lowry was thanked for her 

effort in creating the album as well as her years of service to GEAG. 

 Jerie stated she was looking forward to the “next ride” with incoming president, Bonnie, 

and passed on the portfolio with GEAG’s history and the unused gavel she had received 

when assuming this position. 

 Members and guests enjoyed the refreshments, visiting with others, and voting for their 

favorite Christmas Card.  The White Elephant Trivia quizzed members’ knowledge about 

GEAG activities, and lead up to the selection of the White Elephant gifts.  

 The Penguin Centerpieces were awarded to GEAG members by randomly selected sign-in 

sheet numbers.  

 All members and guests went downstairs to view the art show, enjoy each others’ 

company, and returned to assist in the party clean-up. 
        ~Carol Hechenberger 

 
 

GEAG ART CONTEST WINNERS 

50/50 Drawing Winner was Rose Nichols. 

Artist of the Year Award was presented to Janet Doll. 

Christmas Card Contest winners were selected by vote of GEAG members.  

Cash prizes were presented to:   

1st - JoAnn Murray - a snowy village scene. 

2nd - Janet Doll - a red bird with bird friends. 

3rd - Sue Lowry - a child looking up the fireplace chimney. 

GEAG Christmas Art Contest was judged by Gary Karasek. 

Winners selected their award from an assortment of prizes on display. 

Best of Show was awarded to Rita Cooper. 

Awards of Excellence were presented to: 

Betty Powers 

Vi Leyba 

Jerie Artz 

Janet Doll 

Tatyana Robberts 

Jean Smith 

Sue Lowry 

Kathy Gomric 

Loris Butterfield 

Dave Cornell 
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AUGUSTA PLEIN AIR 

 
Artists:  

We are starting our planning for the 2010 event! 

  

The dates have been set:  Wed., April 21st to Sat., May 1st 

  

We are excited about the schedule – we will be including many 

of the favorites and trying some new locales as well. 

  

Tentative schedules will be posted on the www.augusta-

chamber.org website.  Please check it out and mark your 

calendars so that you will be sure not to miss your favorite 

events.  If any of you have some ideas to pass along to us or 

would like to help in anyway, please feel welcome to do so. 

  

Vic Brown, Corinne Post, Ken Martin, Kathleen Turner 

Augusta Plein Air Committee 

Susan Rogers provided an email about this opportunity 
stating, ñéit is a wonderful plein air get together in the 
picturesque little town of Augusta, MO. where the scenery 
and wine are abundant!ò         ~Susan Rogers 

 

2010 GEAG   

DEMONSTRATIONS *  

 

January 2010 - Montana Brown - art and therapy - 

www.bcahope.com  - (blue.sky center). 

February 2010 - Gary Karasek 

March 2010 - SWIC 

April 2010 - Genece Hamby - Digital Paintings 

www.shibuistudio.com                             

May 2010 - Carol Jessen - Watercolor - 

http://caroljessen.blogspot.com/ 

June 2010 - Silent Auction 

July 2010 - Assignment to come. 

August 2010 - Assignment to come. 

September 2010 - Lisa Ober - Painting - www.lisaober.com 

October 2010 - Becky Simon - Fiber Artist 

November 2010 - Assignment to come. 

December 2010 - Christmas Party/Art show 

*Schedule is subject to change due to availability. 
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GEAG 2010 EXHIBITS 

 

Congratulations to all the winners of the GEAG 

annual Holiday Show and Christmas card contest.  

We look forward to another year packed with art 

opportunities for you. 
 

Remember that every month brings a chance to have 

your work hung in the PSOP hallway exhibit.  Be sure 

to enter our monthly meeting competitions to be 

eligible.  
 

The Hettenhausen Center for the Arts is now 

accepting applications for our GEAG art on exhibit 

from January 31 to March 5.  Be sure to send Dave 

Cornell your application by January 6, using the form 

in last month's newsletter.  
  

It may seem far away, but applications are now being 

taken for the GEAG demonstration tent at Art on the 

Square in mid-May.  Their booklet is printed in 

March, so contact Sue Lowry if you would like to 

participate. 
     

Don't forget that our annual show, competition, and 

sale at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows will take 

place in July and August.  Watch for more info to 

come. 
  

During the month of December, Gateway East will 

once again go west.  We will be holding a month-long 

exhibit and sale in the Framations Gallery in 

downtown historic St. Charles, MO. 
      

GEAG will also continue its affiliation with Art on the 

Square with another series of exhibits and free 

classes for the children of deployed personnel this 

year.  In addition, we are adding classes for returning 

military members and their spouses.  If interested, 

please see the proposal information in last month's 

newsletter.  We hope to expand this program as 

funds become available. 
     

Check the website for forms, newly added 

shows, and updates.    

    ~Sue Lowry 

 

 

FUNNY’S  

 

by 

Michael Waligorski 
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NEW FOR NEWSLETTER 

IN 2010 

There are several opportunities and additions to the Newsletter coming for 

the New Year.  Some will involve more member participation and a 

challenge for your creative side.  That’s what happens when you put a 

person like me in charge. I am hoping for a lot of fun and an opportunity to 

get to know those who wish to participate.  So without any further ado, here 

is what’s coming to your mailbox or through your email this coming new 

year.       ~Montana 

 

MEMBERSPOTTING 

Here is a chance to get to know more about some of our GEAG members, 

and a chance for those who wish to participate in the fun, an opportunity to 

share more about themselves as artists.  Why, you ask?  We ask for one 

reason; GEAG members are just plain interesting.  More will be revealed in 

the next issue. 

 

 G E A G  R O C K S  

 

 

 

 

 

Here is how this art challenge works.  Each month at the Guild meeting, I 

will hand out 3 rocks to 3 willing members who wish to participate in the 

rock challenge.  You will each have a month to create an art piece with 

your rock.  This can be achieved in many ways such as, creating a 

painting of your rock, incorporating your rock into a sculpture, 

photographing your rock in an environment, or whatever your heart 

desires.  The possibilities are endless.  The only rule is that it must be 

completed by the next month’s Guild meeting so that everyone has the 

same amount of time to create.  Then the piece will be digitally 

photographed and submitted into the next newsletter.  However, the 

submission will be anonymous.  No one, except me of course, will know 

who created the piece until 2010’s GEAG Christmas Party when the 

pieces will be on display for all to see.  Maybe by then, we will think of 

some sort of contest to see who was most able to identify the artists 

connected to each piece.  Please feel free to offer suggestions for the 

unveiling. 

 

If you wish to participate in the art challenge, please email Montana, 

(newsletter@geag.net) to be placed on the list for your very own rock.   

It’s first come first serve fun. 

 

Note:  The stones are unpolished and a light sea foam green in color.  

They measure somewhere between 3 - 5 inches and are quite beautiful. 

THE LEARNING 

LAB 

by Kathy Hardin-Odle 

This information is a continuation of the 

excellent notes Carol Hechenberger took 

when Scott Jenkins gave his matting and 

framing tips.   

 

continued from last month’s newsletter 

 

●LED lights emit relatively no UV light. 

●Halogen lights are white – the closest to 

sunlight. 

●Ultraviolet glass limits light penetration 

and fading. 

●Museum glass is the “Cadillac” of glass 

and is very expensive. 

●Art glass contains lead, therefore it 

cannot be recycled. 

●Plexiglas is petroleum base, and 

therefore very expensive; it scratches 

easily. 

●Ammonia free glass cleaner does not 

streak (Scott uses the Spray Away brand). 

 

Hanging heights 

 

●The center of the image should be 62”-

64” above the ground. 

●When placed in a dining/ sitting area, 

hang lower. 

●At the end of a hall, hang higher. 

●In a hall, hang the bottom of the picture 

above elbow height (so it doesn’t get 

bumped with your elbow when carrying a 

laundry basket!) 

 

Scott has a lot of small pieces of glass, 

mat, etc.  If you have a need, let him 

know. 

American Frame and Art Supply 

5205 North Illinois St,  

Fairview Heights, IL 62208 

618/234-1188   

www.americanframeandartsupply.com 

 

John Singer Sargent: “Sketch everything  

and keep your curiosity fresh.” 
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~Michael Waligorski 

  

 

GEAG MEMBERSHIP 2010 

Each month a listing will be published for members who joined or renewed their membership during the month.  New 

members (those joining for the first time) will be indicated by a Mona Lisa by their names.  

Ramah Alberts 

Loris Butterfield 

Rita Cooper 

David Cornell 

Shawn M. Cornell 

ÍSkip Cutting 

Viola Leyba 

Suzanne Lowry 

 

 

GEAG JANUARY MEETING 

  
The Gateway East Artists' Guild will meet: 

January 6, 2010 

PSOP/SWIC Bldg, 

201 North Church Street 

Belleville, IL 

6 p.m. 

 

Meetings for 2010 will now be help upstairs in the Auditorium 

  
The free program will feature artist/art therapist, Montana Brown, of Swansea, IL, on Art and Therapy. If you would like to 

learn more about our not-for-profit organization, go to www.GEAG.net.  There will be a monthly membership art competition.  

The public is invited and refreshments are provided.   
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Last Name:_____________________________ First Name: ______________________________ 

Address:__________________________________________ City:_________________________ 

State:_____________ Zip:_______________ Phone:__________________________________ 

Email:_________________________________ Website:_________________________________ 

May we list your contact information in the GEAG directory?     c Yes          c No 

My non-art experience is in the field of_________________________________________________ 

Other affiliations, offices, galleries, etc. ________________________________________________ 

MY ARTISTIC AND PROGRAM PREFERENCES: 

Watercolor  c         Photography  c            Printmaking   c         Mixed Media   c           Computer Art  c      

Color Pencil  c       Oil  c          Pastel  c         Acrylic  c        Collage  c        Fiber  c        Sculpture  c            

Drawing  c           Marketing Art  c       Framing  c       Other:____________________________________ 

Participation is vital to GEAG.  Please check any service you would be willing to provide now or in the future 

BOARD POSITIONS:  (REQUIRE ACCESS TO EMAIL) 

OFFICERS:          President  c                 Vice President  c                  Secretary c                Treasurer c 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:           Membership c            Exhibits c           Newsletter c          Programs c   

COMMITTEES AND EVENT VOLUNTEERS 

SHOW COMMITTEES: 

Hang exhibits c              Make exhibit tags c               Create Show c                Create show programs c 

Receive show applications c    Mail award solicitations and collect awards c   Coordinate PSOP exhibit c 

Coordinate the show at the Shrine of Our lady of the Snow c                          Coordinate a smaller show c 

OTHER COMMITTEE ASSISTANCE: 

Mail Newsletters c      Make telephone calls c     Host a workshop c    Do a demo at Art on the Square c 

Christmas party c        Work on the Christmas party c         Decorate the tree at Our Lady of the Snows c  

Provide meeting refreshments c         Just call me when needed c          I am unable to help at this time c 

For more info on having a personal profile page on our website, email our webmaster at web@geag.net 

 

Membership Application 
 

Membership Period: Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st 

$35 or $5 per month for the remainder of the membership period, 

whichever is less. Make check payable to GEAG. 

_______ New         ______ Renewal 

 www.GEAG.net 

You will receive the GUILDôS 
newsletter VIA Email unless you 
check here ________________ 

   

Please complete this form and bring it with the correct fee to our next 
meeting on the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m., 

PSOP Building, 201 N. Church St., Belleville, IL 
Or mail it to: 

Dave Cornell -  536 Shady Ln, Lebanon, IL 62254 

 

http://www.geag.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      P. O. Box 4590 

      Fairview Heights, IL 62208 

 

 

 

 

 


