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by  Bonnie Ewen 
 

February  3rd, 2010 

GEAG members . . . we are Visual Artists! 

  

What is a Visual Artist? 

 A visual artist transforms raw materials, (different colors of paint, 

fabric, marble, rock, glass, unused film, textiles, etc.) into works of art.  

Works of art are the product of the artists' efforts.  They are meant to 

be beautiful, to inspire, to provoke. 

 Visual artists have an artistic eye.  They have a feel for color, light and 

shadow, balance and weight and composition.  Most of this can be 

taught, to a certain extent, but most of it is inborn. Some will say, 'I 

tried it a few years ago . . . '; 'I cannot draw a straight line'; 'I have no 

artistic ability whatsoever', etc.  Chances are, if they have tried in the 

past, they have an interest in an area of the visual arts, and need to be   

internally motivated.  This is your chance to motivate someone into 

the visual art field! 

Artists have a need/drive to create. Art is an inspiration, a calling, 

whether it be to paint, draw, take a photo, sewing, create a stained 

glass mosaic, or sculpt. 

 Many artists supplement their talents with skill and persistence.   

Whether you have a formal education in the fine arts, paint with a 

friend at a park or your kitchen table, take workshops, or courses 
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FREEDOM.   When you know the fundamentals, you are only limited 

by your imagination!   

Spring is coming (soon we hope) . . .  the colors will be out there . . . 

find a painting buddy and create, come to the      Friday morning open 

workshop @ PSOP, we learn from each other.   Get inspired!!!!   We    

receive inspiration from others, and others will receive inspiration 

from you.  After all, we are visual artists. See you at the March 3, 2010    

Membership Meeting @ the Schmidt Art Center, SWIC Campus - 6:00 

pm. 

 

President Bonnie Ewen called the meeting 
to order;  50 members and 4 guests 
attended. 

All were reminded to sign in & wear a 
name tag, 50/50 tickets are available for 
purchase.  Snacks are available and art is 
on display for voting in the members 
Monthly Art Contest. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ Presenter, Gary Karasek, 
demonstrated his process of developing a 
tree scene with oil paints.  He used a base 
color of burnt sienna to contrast with the 
greens of spring.  He creates a line 
drawing, then blocks in color and a focal 
point of light; by establishing dark & light 
he maps out the development of the 
picture.  Gary uses a large brush held near 
the end of the handle to allow for freedom 
of movement.  ! ǘƘƛƴΣ άǎǘǊƛǇŜǊέ ōǊǳǎƘŜǎ 
define the structure and lines of the trees, 
shadows and horizon.  He suggests 
anchoring your striper work by using your 
pinky on the  canvas.  When you paint 
from Nature, subtract from the scene 
because there is too much there.  DŀǊȅΩǎ 
wife, Ann, read several poems and essays 
ŀōƻǳǘ bŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘ DŀǊȅΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΦ  
Helen Karasek was warmly acknowledged 
by GEAG members for her attendance at 
this meeting.  

(cont inued  on pg.  2)  
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G E A G  

O F F I C E R S  
President: 

Bonnie Ewen 

618.473.9406  

president@geag.net 
 

Vice President: 
Bill Little 

vicepresident@geag.net 
 

Secretary: 
Carol Hechenberger 

618.977.3390  
secretary@geag.net 

 

Treasurer: 
Sue Johnson 

618.398.2592  

treasurer@geag.net 
 

Program Chair: 
Kathy Gomric 

618.476.1299  

program@geag.net 
 

Exhibits Chair: 
Sue Lowry  618.234.6498  

Jerie Artz  618.667.1346  
exhibits@geag.net 

 

Membership Chair: 

David Cornell 
618.537.4565  

membership@geag.net 
 

Webmaster: 
Michael Waligorski 

web@geag.net 
 

Hospitality Chair: 
Brenda Frazier 

618.355.0092  
hospitatlity@geag.net 

 

Publicity Chair: 
Kay Brendel 

618.667.6937  

publicity@geag.net 
 

Workshop Chair: 
Susan Rogers 

618.398.1209  

workshop@geag.net 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Montana Sky Brown 

newsletter@geag.net 

 

 

GEAG Meeting  Minutes      (cont .  f rom pg.  1)  

 

GEAG Business: 

Activities and Events: 

- Dave Cornell announced that GEAG exhibit at The Hett Center at  McKendree  University is very 
professional looking.   The exhibit runs through Feb 29, 2010.  The  director at the Hett is interested in 
making this an annual event.   

- Dave also announced that 60 members are current on their 2010 dues as of        tonight. 

- Linda Klossner announced a monochromatic theme has been chosen for the2010 Shrine Christmas 
Tree.  Members could vote for their preferred color on a ballot that was passed around. 

- Sue Rogers reported that a Jerry      Thomas class, Painting & Drawing with Graphite, will be held in 
March or April. Class will run for 4 weeks; 6-9 PM is planned.  Class location is yet to be    determined. 
 A minimum registration    of 10 artists is needed. 

- Sue Lowry thanked the GEAG members who volunteered to demonstrate at AOTS May 14, 15 & 16. 
All demonstrator slots are filled, but a few slots remain for members to provide information on GEAG. 

- Bonnie announced that a Media Chairman position is being developed to better coordinate the 
photography at the many GEAG events, and the storing those photos. More information will be 
provided in the newsletter.  Patrick  Bellman and Arleen Fearing volunteered to assist with 
photography work.   

- Retired Shrine Art Show will be Feb 16- April 6, 2010.  Application will be provided via e-mail. 

- The Summer Avenue of Art Show is scheduled to open on July 18 through Aug 20, 2010 at the 
Shrine.  Art will be received July 16 & 17.  Chairmen are needed to coordinate the different work 
groups. 

- Those interested in participating in the Rock Project (as viewed in the Newsletter) can make their 
interest known by e-mailing Montana. 

- Newsletter helpers needed! Montana needs an assistant editor to work with her in compiling the 
information provided to her for the monthly newsletter; knowledge of Microsoft Word 7 would be 
helpful.  Help with mailing the newsletter is also needed; Jane Moody & Tom Wodarczyk volunteered 
to help.    

GEAG Members: 

- Carol Seibold was recently featured on Channel 4 News for making pillowcase dresses for Haiti.  She 
continues to accept donations of pillow cases and sheets to make the dresses.  Contact her to      
arrange for contributions. 

- Rita Cooper is accepting art donations for the /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ {ƛƭŜƴǘ      !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ to be held in 
March 2010 at Lewis & Clark College.  Contact Rita is interested in donating art to this worthy cause. 

 50/50 drawing winner: Carol Hechenberger.    Name Tag drawing: Vi Leyba.  

aŜƳōŜǊǎΩ aƻƴǘƘƭȅ !Ǌǘ      /ƻƴǘŜǎǘΥ winners:  1st ςDon Webb, 2nd -Dave Cornell, 3rd ς Melissa 
Richter. 

Members hanging their work in the PSOP hall during February are Chuck Ridler, Jean Smith, 
Robert Woloszyn, and  Larry Seibold.   

Critique was provided by Dave Cornell.  

Respectfully Submitted,  

Carol Hechenberger 
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THE LEARNING LAB  
by Kathy Hardin-Odle 

From the October issue of Watercolor magazine I 
lifted these unfinished statements which I thought 
might help some of us to focus on our goals both 
artistic and otherwise for the new year: 

1. In the next 12 months, I want to accomplish 

____________________. 

2. To achieve my goals, I will have to 

____________________. 

3. My current interests are_________________. 

4. Some things I would like to explore in my work 

are_____________________. 

5. Words I want to describe my work 

are_________________. 

6. Three artists, past or present, whom Iôd like to 

have as mentors are________________. 

7. One specific thing I like about each of these 

artistsô work is__________________. 

8. I can incorporate some of these ideas into my 

own work by___________________. 

9. If I could only choose one subject it would 

be_____________________. 

10. I love this subject because_____________. 

11. I can create a series on this subject 

by_____________________. 

12. I will love my work when_________________. 

 A helpful hint for oil painters: When putting your 
loaded palette away for awhile, wrap it in Press nô 
Seal and put it in the freezer. 

                                      

 David Cornell and 

Peter Palermo,   

Director of the 

Hett. 
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Millie Shaffer  

Millie Shaffer recently passed away.  Her talents and spirit 
will be missed at GEAG.  If you would like to send a note to 

her family, they can be reached at: 
 

William & Carolyn Shaffer 
766 Little Ridge Court 
Burleson, Tx, 76028 

_____________________________________________ 
 

Spring Art Walk  

- Please note that Saint Charles Riverfront Arts has extended 
the "Call For Entry" for their upcoming "Spring ArtWalk" 
event to March 1, 2010! 

-The Spring ArtWalk - which will be held the weekend of 
April 23-25, 2010 - is a three-day event that features juried 
artists housed indoors at   various businesses along Main 
Street. 
-There is no entry fee and no commission on the artists' 
sales for this "artist-friendly" event.  For more information, 
contact Sandy Kolde at: 
Sandy@saintcharlesriverfrontarts.com, or visit the Saint 
Charles Riverfront Arts website at: 
www.saintcharlesriverfront arts.com 

 
  

 

 

 2010 Demonstrations  

March 2010 - SWIC 

April 2010 - Genece Hamby-contemporary artist/poet digital 

painting, marketing advisor-http://ww.shibuistudio.com  

May 2010 - Carol Jessen-     Watercolor- 

www.caroljessen.blogspot.com 

June 2010 - Silent Auction 

July 2010 -  Montana ς Art & Therapy 

August 2010 - Marty Coulter Plein Air artist Washington MO 

September 2010 - Lisa Ober - Paintings 

October 2010 - Becky Simon - Fiber Artist 

November 2010- Open 

December 2010 - Christmas Party/Art show 

________________________________________________ 
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Horn Toots, News  

& Art Opportunities  
  

 
 

http://us.mc1135.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=Sandy@saintcharlesriverfrontarts.com
http://www.saintcharlesriverfrontarts.com/
http://caroljessen.blogspot.com/


      

 

M  E  S  S  A  G  E  S 

 
The 7 th òBest of Maryvilleó Art Contest 
Bring your photograph s, paintings, & sketches of Maryville  

 

5 DIVISIONS TO ENTER  

1.  OPEN  DIVISION  

2.  AMATEUR DIVISION  
3.  HIGH SCHOOL DIVISION  

Subject matter must focus on Maryville & be matted or framed  

 Categories include : 

    Landscape  
                      People / Animals  

              Close-Ups  
    

            4. YOUTH DIVISION   K -3rd  
    5.  YOUTH DIVISION   4 th  -8 th  Grades  

Work must be original and unassisted  
Both Youth Divisions may use any the subject matter  

                          Show will be at the Maryville Senior Center  
   500 E. Division St . 

March 14, 2010*  

1:00 to 3:30 p.m.  

Judging by area artists.  

Ribbons and prize $ will be awarded for each category  
  $50.00 Best in Show Award for each of the 5 Divisions   

Refreshments will be served  

*In case of bad weather, show will be postponed to Sunday, 3/21/10.  
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Applications need to be completed. Entry Fee of $1.00 
Only for Amateur & Open Divisions for each piece of artwork 

Entry forms available at 
Village Hall, 2520 N. Center Maryville, IL  62062 

Or online at:  www.vil.maryville.il.us 
 

Sponsored by  MARYVILLE PARKS & REC 
Call: Sharon 345-1837, Carol 288-3142, 

Jean 288-4191, or Angel -288-1274 

http://www.vil.maryville.il.us/


 

 

 

 

 

 

7 th  ñBest of Maryvilleò Art Contest & Show 

Maryville Senior Center, 500 E. Division St. 
Sunday March 14, 2010* 

1:00 ï 3:00 PM 

Rules: 
1.   Amateur, Open (previous contest winners) & High School Students: 

Work needs to be matted and/or framed as appropriate. Subject matter must focus on Maryville. 
2.  Bring your artwork to Maryville Senior Center 3/14/2010 by 12:30 pm. 

Judging will occur during show. 
Prizes will be awarded at 2:30.  Artwork will be returned at end of show 

Prizes:  1
st
 place - $20, .00 in each Category and each Division 

Best of Show - $50.00 in each of the 5 Divisions 

Contest is open to anyone!! 
Public is invited to attend and view artwork 

 
Entry Fee:  $1.00 for each piece of artwork submitted by Amateur & Open entries. 

H. S. & Grade School:  Free!! 
 

                                    Application Form Deadline:  4:00, March 12, 2010 due at 
                  Village Hall, 2520 N. Center, Maryville, IL  62062 
Late Application Entry Fee:  $2.00 due on day of show by 12:30 

Preregister by mail or phone 
 

                           *In the event of bad weather, show will be postponed until March 22, 2010 

 

              ------------------------------------------------Cut & return lower section------------------------------------ 

Indicate the number of entries in each category 
 Photography Painting Crayola/Markers Sketches 3-Dimensional 

Landscape 
 (HS< Amateur & Open) 

  

Close-Ups  
(HS + Amateur & Open) 

  
 

People / Animals 
( HS + Amateur & Open) 

     

Any Subject Matter (Grade 
School only) 

     

                 Please Circle one:    Grade School K-3           Grade School 4-8          High School          AMATEUR        OPEN 

            Name_____________________________________________________________________ 
            Address___________________________________________________________________ 
            City_________________________________email_______________________________ 
            Phone #___________________________________ Amt. Fee Paid: ______________ 
 

Sponsored by Maryville Parks & Rec.               

Visit www.vil.maryville.il.us 
For more information call: Sharon at 345-1837, Carol at 288-3142, Curt at 344-5863 

  
p a g e  5  

M  E  S  S  A  G  E  S 

M  I  X  E  D    M  E  D  I  A 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

p  a  g  e    6 

WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY 

Joyce Wells will teach a painting class in oil or watercolor 

ς Free.  Bring your own materials at PSOP on Church St 

for Senior Programs call activities office ς Malissa         

234-4410 ex 7016 -  March & April Mondays 1pm-3pm. 

M  E  S  S  A  G  E  S 

M  I  X  E  D    M  E  D  I  A 

 

RENEWED MEMBERS FEBRUARY 2010 

Becker, Marian 

Brown, Montana Sky 

Farmer, Geralyn (Gerri) 

Gower, Linda 

Hargis, Beverly (BG) 

Holloway, Sue 

Karasek Carolyn 

Meier, Beth 

Moody, Jayne 

Murray, Jo Ann 

Reitz, Wendy 

Ridler, Chuck 

Seibold, Larry & Carol 

Shelton, Miranda 

Smith, Jean 

Stahl, David & 
Linda Lee Whyte 

Vieth, Jane 

Webb, Don 

William, William & Ruth 

Wodarczyk, Tom 

NEW MEMBERS - FEBRUARY 2010 
KAPP, PEGGY 

 

GEAG 

New and 

Renewed 2010 

Members  

 
 GEAG Rocks  

How it works:  Each month at the GEAG member meeting, I will hand 
out 3-4 rocks to members who have indicated they would like to 
participate. 
Deadline:  Digital image of completed rock creation must be provided 
to newsletter editor by the 17

th
 of the month. 

Medium:  Anything your creative heart desires. 

 
 
   

 

άMe Plein Air Paintingέ 
  Anonymous 

 

 
   άRock and Rollέ                  Anonymous 

Note:  Please save 
finished creation for 
display during the 
GEAG Christmas Party.  
If you need a place to 
store your art, or you 
need more 
information, please 
contact Montana at: 
newsletter@geag.net 



 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Last Name:_________________________________ First Name: ______________________________ 

Address:___________________________________       City_____________________________________            

State:_____________ Zip:_________________ Phone:__________________________________ 

Email:_____________________________________ Website:_________________________________ 

May we list your contact information in the GEAG directory?     c Yes          c No 

My non-art experience is in the field of_________________________________________________ 

Other affiliations, offices, galleries, etc. ________________________________________________ 
 

MY ARTISTIC AND PROGRAM PREFERENCES: 
 
Ã Watercolor Ã Photography Ã Printmaking Ã Mixed Media Ã Computer Art 

Ã Color Pencil Ã Oil Ã Pastel Ã Acrylic Ã Collage 

Ã Fiber Ã Sculpture Ã Drawing Ã Marketing Art Ã Framing 
 

Other:____________________________________ 

 
Participation is vital to GEAG.  Please check any service you would be willing to provide now or in the future 

 

BOARD POSITIONS:  (REQUIRE ACCESS TO EMAIL) 

OFFICERS: Ã President Ã Vice President                     Ã Secretary Ã Treasurer 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:  Ã Membership                       Ã Exhibits Ã Newsletter Ã Programs 
 

SHOW COMMITTEES: 

Ã Hang exhibits                             Ã Make exhibit tags Ã Create Show                 Ã Create show programs 

Ã Receive show applications        Ã Mail award solicitations and collect awards  Ã Coordinate PSOP exhibit 

Ã Coordinate the show at the Shrine of Our lady of the Snow                           Ã Coordinate a smaller show 

OTHER COMMITTEE ASSISTANCE: 

Ã Mail Newsletters       Ã Provide meeting refreshments          Ã Host a workshop    Ã Work on the Christmas party          

Ã Christmas party         Ã Do a demo at Art on the Square Ã Decorate the tree at Our Lady of the Snows 

Ã Make telephone calls      Ã Just call me when needed           Ã I am unable to help at this time 

For more info on having a personal profile page on our website, email our webmaster at web@geag.net 

 

Membership Application 
 

Membership Period: Jan. 1st to Dec. 31st 

$35 or $5 per month for the remainder of the membership period, 

whichever is less. Make check payable to GEAG. 

_______ New         ______ Renewal 

 www.GEAG.net 

You will receive the GUILDôS 
newsletter VIA Email unless you 
check here ________________ 

   

Please complete this form and bring it with the correct fee to our next 
meeting on the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00 p.m., 

PSOP Building, 201 N. Church St., Belleville, IL 
Or mail it to: 

Dave Cornell -  536 Shady Ln, Lebanon, IL 62254 

 

http://www.geag.net/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
      P. O. Box 4590 

      Fairview Heights, IL 62208 

 

 

 

 

 


